
Sites Secretary Report AGM 2021 

 

What a year it has been. Started the job after being co-opted last spring then immediately faced 

with the task of cancelling meet after meet due to Covid. 

My hope when I agreed to take the job was to put together a varied plan of meets with 

something for everyone. I also wanted to explore new venues especially where something else 

was going on that would give some added value. 

However, booking a programme for this year when most places were shut and not responding 

to the telephone or email proved challenging. Some notable successes were camping at 

Faversham Hop Festival (sadly now cancelled) and agreeing Duke of York School as a New Year 

& Easter venue (also both cancelled!). 

Once restrictions were released in August a hastily rearranged rally plan was put together. I am 

very pleased to say that membership support for these meets was tremendous and made all 

the grief worthwhile. The meets at Solleys Ice Cream Farm and Hamiltons Airfield proved 

extremely popular and we will return to both in 2021. The requirement to pre-book, while 

unpopular with some, certainly saved us having to turn away at least 15 units from Solleys as 

we were able to arrange an overflow area in good time. 

The number of members who have offered to steward meets has also been impressive. A big 

thank you to all of you. Without stewards we can’t camp. If you think you can help this year on 

any of the planned meets please let me know. You get to camp for free and arrangements can 

certainly be made for stewards to go off site if they want to, so please don’t think you will have 

a wasted weekend.  

It is obvious that some landowners are charging more for sites as they are trying to recoup so 

much lost income. Also, some of our cheapest venues are no longer an option for the future, eg 

Painters Farm and probably Bowbridge. The DA cannot make a loss on meets so these increases 

will have to be passed on in site fees. We also have to add VAT to the fees. With the demand 

for staycations going up, commercial sites are also increasing prices. DA camping still remains 

the most cost-effective way of getting out and about. 

Rest assured that I always have an eye on pricing and value for money. Several possible sites 

have been turned down because I could not agree realistic fees with the venues. 

This year’s programme has also started off with cancellations but it looks like things will settle 

down from April although there are likely to be social restrictions until June.  Some venues have 

already cancelled for later in the year eg Faversham Hop Festival, Amhurst, Joss Bay and 

Bowbridge Marina. I will endeavour to fill these gaps wherever possible. We have missed so 

much camping I do not want the DA to miss a single weekend going forward so will always look 

to be flexible in these interesting times. 



It is likely that there will be further changes forced on us throughout the year so please keep an 

eye on Facebook and the website. 

I have submitted my nomination to continue serving on the committee for a further two years 

in the hope that it will only get easier! 

Finally, I am always happy to receive suggestions for new sites so don’t be shy. 

 

David Steward  Sites Secretary 


