
 

      

East Kent District Association of 

The Camping and Caravanning Club 

                               89th Annual General Meeting 2020 

 

Minutes of the 89th Annual General Meeting held on 22nd February 2020, at Reculver Primary 

School, Hillborough, Herne Bay CT6 6TA, Kent. 

 

Meeting commenced at 5.05pm. 

 

A minute’s silence was called for by Harry Leach for East Kent Members who have passed away, and 

our thoughts are with those who are not well and cannot be with us today. 

 

Harry Leach, South Eastern Region Chairman, welcomed everyone and advised that he would chair 

the meeting and Jilly George, South Eastern Region Honorary Secretary, would take the minutes. 

 

The meeting was quorate with 60 East Kent members and nine non-voting members. 

 

The Chairman then welcomed the following members from South Eastern Regional Council: Trevor 

Goodwin, SER President, Allen Russell, Vice Chairman and Appointed Representative to National 

Council, Jilly George, Honorary Secretary.  Trevor Wilson, Sites Secretary and EKDA member. 

 

Apologies for absence were received from: Nigel Avery; Michael and Rosemary Froude; Janet Marsh; 

Chris and John Jarmen; Kath Brown and Victor Kite.  

 

411: Minutes of 88th Annual General Meeting:  

Proposed by Heather Hayward, seconded by Andy Banks and approved by all.  

 

411: Chairman’s Report – Dave Buckenham  

Good evening to all EKDA members and thank you for taking the time to attend this Annual General 

Meeting. 

 

Firstly, I would like to apologise for the non-attendance of the committee at this annual general 

meeting., This is due to the fact that and as previously notified in October 2019, the entire committee 

would be standing down. Since October relations with a minority group of the membership have 

become untenable and unworkable the committee all feel that it is in the best interests of the DA 

membership that the committee are not present at this AGM.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank the South Eastern Region Executive Committee for standing in and running this AGM.  

 

The 2019 camping season has again seen our total camped nights for the year rise above the previous 

year to 2308 camped nights compared to the 2018 total of 2226, with new members becoming regular 

campers and many new members to DA camping. This has included many members from other DAs 

and sections, choosing to camp with EKDA, which is very gratifying to all the committee.  

 

All the members have enjoyed some great weekend meets ranging from American Supper, Mexican 

themed night, Pirates and Cowboys, Through the Decades music night and of course a scary Halloween 

night. We should not forget the Charity Day, which raised a good sum of money for the Kent Surrey & 

Sussex Air Ambulance. We already have permission from KSSAA to fundraise during 2020 for this very 

worthy cause, if the membership agrees and adopts them again as their chosen charity. 

 



During 2019 the DA held five Temporary Holiday Sites that brought in much needed revenue. This 

revenue is the main stay of any unit up and down the country, which contributes highly to making the 

unit financially viable and pays any administration costs that occur with running the unit. Without these 

Temporary Holiday Sites, the unit would soon become financially nonviable. Stewards are vital to 

ensure these meets go ahead. 

 

During the 2019 AGM, the question was asked during the open forum if the committee intended to 

purchase a AED defibrillator as the membership consisted of quite a few middle aged and retired 

campers, the committee discussed this question and embarked on a fund raising incentive to raise the 

money to purchase the AED defibrillator a quotation was obtained from the ST. John Ambulance, whom 

are a respected body within the life saving business. I would like to thank all the members who 

contributed to this cause and in particular I would like to thank Councillor Heather Hayward of Ashford 

Borough Council for securing a £500.00 donation to the fund as part of her council budget, this 

donation gave the fund raising a fantastic start. I am pleased to report that the AED defibrillator has 

now been purchased along with a set of spare pads and additional power pack and will be present at 

every DA meet with the meet steward. 

 

My thanks go out to all members who stewarded meets in 2019, without these members the meets 

could not have taken place., If any members are considering stewarding for the 2020 season, please 

see the stewards list on display during the AGM. It is with regret that I inform you that some of our 

stewards that gave up their time during 2019, have been undeservedly criticised by some of the 

membership because of their approach to stewarding. It is only fair to remind you all that stewards 

have an obligation to steward the meets in line with the Green Paper 3.18 (V12). These regulations are 

laid down by the club and stewards have no authority to vary the regulations. The regulations are 

there to ensure we camp within the requirements of the Exempted Camping Licence that the Club 

holds. Failure to adhere to these could jeopardise this licence.  Please remember that all stewards take 

up the role on a voluntary basis, to allow you to camp. They should not be subjected to any criticism or 

confrontation from members for complying with the regulations in particular from members that have 

never actually stewarded. 

 

My thanks also go out to all our non committee members who have helped during the year to make 

the meets the success they have been, it has been very enjoyable to witness a great camaraderie on 

the field during the meets, when DA camping over previous years in EKDA has been in decline. EKDA 

seems to get stronger with each passing year. 

 

The 2019 committee have focused on the forthcoming 2021 90th birthday meet, with this in mind the 

committee have kept spending down to a minimum and allocated funds into the bank account to 

finance this important event to ensure any new committee have sufficient funds available to organise a 

birthday meet worthy of this important occasion. 

 

It should be noted that your committee has worked tirelessly through out 2019 to make your camping 

as enjoyable as possible and my thanks go out to them for their commitment and enthusiasm shown 

throughout the year in making all the meets and events possible. For the 2020 season your committee 

has changed things around., New sites have been added and a few older sites we have used have been 

dropped for this year. We have included some new events and themed meets. 

 

As in life all good things must come to an end. For this committee their tenure has come to an end. I 

would like to thank every committee member that has served on the committee, not only in 2019, but 

through every year since my time on the committee from 2015. Each and every one of these members 

made a difference, some serving for 1 year and some serving for 5 years, but none the less for that, 

have made a difference. For that I applaud them all for stepping up. They should be very proud of 

where the DA is today, their achievements will remain undisputed. I would like to take this opportunity 



to give my additional thanks to my fellow executive committee members of Nicky, Malcolm and Marilyn 

who along with myself have taken on the additional burden of this years issues involving a minority 

group of the membership whom have absolutely no concept to how the committee are obligated to 

running the DA within the clubs guidelines and constitution, on their shoulders and have remained 

professional in their approach to the issues when most would have buckled under the stress of it all, 

each one of them have had their own personal traumas to deal with on top of these issues not to 

mention the hours and hours of their own time spent dealing with such unnecessary issues, they are a 

credit to this DA and the committee and will be greatly missed, it has been a pleasure to work with 

them. 

 

During this AGM the DA from its membership will require a new committee to be formed to carry the 

DA on and continue the good work that has been achieved over the past 88 years. You, the members 

can ensure this is the case by stepping up and making the difference. It is true to say that its your DA 

and its future is now in your hands, please consider becoming a committee member and giving a little 

back to this great DA, which has given us all so much in the past. 

 

In summary the 2019 camping season has again been a great success and has exceeded all our 

expectations, as I come to the end of my five years on the committee, I would like to personally thank 

all of the members for supporting me as Vice Chairman 2015 – 2017 & as Chairman 2017 – 2019., It 

has been a great honour to serve the DA in both roles. 

 

412: Treasurers Report Nicky Buckingham  

The 2019 cashbook opened with an account balance of £6,882.38p total assets, combined HSBC 

current account and HQ account. 

 

During the 2019 camping season a total of £1,946.57p was raised for our chosen charity Kent Sussex 

& Surrey Air Ambulance, a cheque presentation took place on Friday 22nd November for £1,581.57p, 

with two additional cheques being sent to the charity for £170.00 & £195.00 as a result of the Xmas 

meet & New Year meet raffle proceeds, a fantastic achievement. We have again this year been 

authorised to fund raise for the Kent Sussex & Surrey Air Ambulance, a very worth while charity that 

relies solely on charity donations, and I would like to express my thanks to all EKDA members who 

contributed to this amount throughout 2019. 

 

We have this year kept spending on new equipment to a minimum; instead the committee have 

allocated any surplus funds into the bank account to ensure that sufficient funds are available to 

support the forth coming 2021 90th EKDA birthday anniversary. 

 

The 2018 VAT liability of £1,717.02p was paid during the year.  

 

During the year we held five Temporary Holiday Sites, of which were well attended and profitable (see 

attached THS report) again for the second year running, the out of area THS in Weymouth proved to 

be very successful and profitable. 

 

We have donated two raffle prizes to the South East Region for their January Dinner & Dance & 

Anniversary meet during 2019 

 

For the SER 2020 sites fixture booklet, we have purchased two pages for advertising our meets and 

2020 THS meets at a cost of £80.00 

 

During the year we held 15 weekend meets and 5 THS meets that were all attended well, I am happy 

to report a current in year surplus of £773.39p  

   



 I am more than happy that 2019 has been a very good year for East Kent DA in terms of the finances 

and can report that the 2019 committee have spent wisely throughout the year.                                                                                 

 

At the close of the cashbook dated 31st December 2019, the closing balance was £7,655.77p (post 

audit) combined of HSBC current account & HQ deposit account. 

As per the current green paper 2.20 v3 and Treasurers Guidelines, with the existing committees 

approval, I will be transferring the 2019 vat liability and 50% of the remaining bank account funds into 

the clubs HQ account, this will return a higher rate of interest at the close of the year, which in turn is 

good use of the members money. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity in thanking all the meet stewards for promptly paying in the site 

takings to the HSBC bank account, and my thanks go out to Nigel Avery (auditor) and David Croney 

(regional treasurer) for their support when I have needed it.  

 

Auditor’s Report 

The DA Treasurer continues to keep extremely well documented accounts, which make to audit of the 

accounts a straightforward procedure.  Nicky Buckenham should be complimented on her bookkeeping 

records. 

 

Adopting EKDA Accounts:       

Proposed by Kevin Rivers, seconded by Marilyn Holmes and agreed by all.  

 

Harry Leach then noted that Nicky Buckenham had consistently received a good report by the auditor 

over the last four years and thanked her for all her efforts which the members reflected with applause. 

 

413: Notice of appointment of Honorary Treasurer:  Dave Buckenham, who has resigned from 

Committee and is therefore unable to continue in accordance with the constitution. 

 

414: Notice of appointment of Youth Leader: Nobody appointed. 

 

415: Election of Committee:  

Nominations received prior to AGM: David Clarkson.   Proposed by Michelle Clarkson, seconded by 

Brenda Van Rooyen.  Elected by all for two years. 

 

Nominated at the AGM:  

Jane Banks;   

Andrew Banks; 

Kerry Green; 

Sam Shervill; 

Michelle Clarkson; 

Sarah Embleton; 

 

Proposed on bloc by Harry Van Rooyen seconded by David Clarkson and agreed by all. 

 

A secret vote then took place to ascertain which members were elected for one year and which ones 

for two.  Trevor Goodwin and Trevor Wilson acted as tellers and the result would be announced at the 

open forum. 

 

416: Election of Auditor: Nigel Avery had previously confirmed that he would be willing to stand as 

Auditor for 2020.   Proposed by Sam Shervill, seconded by Mandy Martin.  Agreed by all. 

 

417: Notices of Motion: None received.     

 

418: New Committee retired to side room for appointment meeting. 

 

419: Date of Next AGM: To be advised 

 

The AGM Meeting closed at 5.25pm. 

End 



 
Open Forum 

Meeting commenced 6.05pm 

 

The Chairman advised that the new committee had held the appointments meeting.  The officers are: 

Two years: David Clarkson; Michelle Clarkson; Sam Shervill and; Andrew Banks. 

One year: Kerry Green; Sarah Embleton and; Jane Banks. 

 

Harry advised the meeting that whilst some positions still had to be resolved the new committee was 

fully compliant with the constitution and comprised the following: 

 

David Clarkson – chairman; 

Sam Shervill - vice chair and Web master; 

Jane Banks – secretary; 

Michelle Clarkson - treasurer and Facebook admin; 

Andrew Banks - rep to region; 

Kerry Green - deputy rep to region and Facebook admin; 

Sarah Embleton. 

 

South Eastern Region – Allen Russell told everyone what was happening at the SER Anniversary Meet 

in May 2020 and about the THS.   He also advised on the Region Dinner and Dance to be held in 

January 2021 at Eastbourne.  

 

Trevor Wilson asked Allen Russell if there was any news on the NFOL.  Allen Russell advised that 

there would be no NFoL in 2020, but there would be a National Rally instead of the NFOL in 2021.  

The committee are looking for a site at the present time.  Three of the preferred sites all have the 

same date free; the weekend before the August Bank Holiday. 

 

Trevor Pilbeam: Congratulations to all those standing for committee and wish them all the best for 

the coming season. 

 

Kent, Surrey and Sussex Ambulance have agreed for the DA to continue fund raising for their behalf. 

 

Harry Leach wished the new committee every success for the new year and advised that the Region 

will be supporting them. 

 

Finally, he reminded everyone that stewards are wanted for future meets. 

 

He thanked everyone for attending. 

 

Meeting Closed 6.16pm 

End 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


